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felt were necessary for the good of the
Nation. Some say that these contrib-
uted to his narrow loss to Jimmy Car-
ter. At the same time, from opinion
polls after the political conventions
showing the incumbent trailing by
nearly 30 points, President Ford closed
the gap to make the 1976 election one
of the closest in American history.

We are all thankful President Ford
did not simply retire from public life
when he left the White House. For
nearly three decades, he remained ac-
tive as a statesman and involved in im-
portant issues. He founded, and for
many years chaired, the World Forum
conducted by the American Enterprise
Institute, and he continued writing
about some of the political and social
challenges of our day. In 2001, he au-
thored a poignant column which ap-
peared in the Washington Post and en-
dorsed legislation to promote regenera-
tive therapies that can give hope to
Americans suffering from chronic dis-
eases. As a cosponsor of that legisla-
tion, I was moved and grateful for
President Ford’s wisdom and support.

For these and so many other activi-
ties and contributions, President Ford
received the Medal of Freedom, Amer-
ica’s highest civilian award, in 1999 and
the Profiles in Courage Award from the
Kennedy Foundation in 2001. In 1999, he
and Mrs. Ford received the Congres-
sional Gold Medal for their dedicated
public service and humanitarian con-
tributions.

As great as President Ford was, he
was always the first to acknowledge
his wonderful spouse, and I would be
remiss, if I did not say a few words
about Betty Ford. She was such a
model of grace and dignity, inspiring
us with her love and devotion to her
family. Betty Ford was a bold First
Lady, candidly sharing with the Nation
her struggles with cancer and chemical
dependency. She did not, however, stop
there but turned those struggles into a
crusade to help others. She served as
cochairman of the Susan G. Komen
Foundation when it was founded in
1982. Each year, she presents the Betty
Ford Award from that foundation to a
champion in the fight against breast
cancer. The Betty Ford Center, which
she founded in 1982, is today one of the
leading treatment facilities in Amer-
ica, perhaps the world, and Mrs. Ford
continues to serve as its board chair-
man.

As recently as last week, Betty and
her four children, Steve, Mike, Jack,
and Susan, showed us their tremendous
devotion and kindness as they stood in
the Capitol Rotunda for hours on end
greeting every visitor who came to pay
their respects to President Ford. Even
in the face of tragedy, Betty and her
children are gracious.

President Ford believed that most
people were mostly good most of the
time. That optimistic attitude led him
once to say that while he had many ad-
versaries in his political life, he could
not remember having a single enemy.
When he took the oath of office on Au-
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gust 9, 1974, he offered not an inaugural
address but what he called just a little
straight talk among friends. He made a
commitment, a compact, with his fel-
low Americans, in which he said:

You have not elected me as your President
by your ballots, he said, and so I ask you to
confirm me as your President with your
prayers . . . I have not sought this enormous
responsibility, but I will not shirk it . . . Our
Constitution works; our great republic is a
government of laws and not of men. Here the
people rule . . . God helping me, I will not
let you down.

Those words so reflected the char-
acter and vision of President Ford that
they were printed in the opening pages
of the commemorative program dis-
tributed when the Gerald R. Ford Mu-
seum was dedicated in September 1981
in Grand Rapids. It is there, along the
Grand River, that thousands of Ameri-
cans, many waiting for hours in the
cold, paid a final tribute to our 38th
President. And it is nearby, in the city
he loved and that loved him, that
President Ford was laid to rest.

Gerald Ford did not let us down. It is
fitting that on the gravestone of this
remarkable man, this distinguished
public servant, this healer of our Na-
tion, are the simple words: Lives Com-
mitted to God, Country, and Love.

Mr. HAGEL. Mr. President, President
Gerald Ford had a distinguished career
of public service marked by his excep-
tional personal qualities, and his pass-
ing is a sad moment for all Americans.

President Ford was born in Omaha,
NE in 1913 and grew up in Grand Rap-
ids, MI. As a student at the University
of Michigan, Ford was an allstar foot-
ball player and became an assistant
football coach at Yale University while
he earned his law degree. During his
service in World War II, he attained the
rank of lieutenant commander in the
Navy.

President Ford was first elected to
Congress in 1948 and served for 25 years,
eight as the minority leader. He was
selected to serve as Vice President and
became President because he was a
man who could restore integrity to the
Presidency, hope in America, and
bridge partisan divides in Congress.

I first met Gerald Ford when he was
the House minority leader and I was
chief of staff for Congressman John Y.
McCollister from Omaha. I have never
met a person in politics who was a
more decent and more complete indi-
vidual than President Ford. He earned
the trust and confidence of the Amer-
ican people through his character,
competency and common decency.

I had the honor of attending his Cap-
itol memorial service in the Rotunda
last week with my daughter, Allyn,
and son, Ziller. I am grateful and proud
that they had the opportunity to hear
President Ford remembered and eulo-
gized with eloquence, grace, and hon-
esty. America is a better place because
of President Gerald Ford. He will be
greatly missed.
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HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES

CORPORAL MATTHEW JOSEPH STANLEY

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay special tribute to U.S.
Army CPL Matthew Joseph Stanley of
Wolfeboro, NH. Tragically, on Decem-
ber 16, 2006, this courageous young sol-
dier and two of his comrades gave their
last full measure for our Nation when
their Army vehicle struck an impro-
vised explosive device in Taji, Iraq,
north of Baghdad. At the time of this
hostile action Corporal Stanley, a cav-
alry scout with C Troop, 1st Squadron,
Tth Cavalry Regiment, 1st Cavalry Di-
vision, based in Fort Hood, TX, was
serving his second tour in Iraq in sup-
port of Operation Iraqi Freedom.

Matthew was a 2002 graduate of
Kingswood Regional High School where
he was wellknown and liked by his
teachers and fellow students. Class-
mates remember Matthew as fun, al-
ways laughing and having a smile on
his face. Family and friends say he was
one of the nicest guys you would ever
want to meet and remember his fond-
ness for hunting and fishing.

Sensing a call to duty, and because of
his desire to protect his country, in De-
cember 2003, Matthew joined the U.S.
Army. Upon completing basic training
at Fort Knox, KY, in the spring of 2004,
he reported to Fort Hood, TX. The
awards and decorations that Corporal
Stanley received over the succeeding
months are a testament to the strong
character of this man. They include
the Bronze Star Medal, Purple Heart,
two Army Commendation Medals,
Army Good Conduct Medal, Combat
Action Badge, National Defense Serv-
ice Medal, Iraq Campaign Medal, Glob-
al War on Terrorism Service Medal,
Army Service Ribbon, Overseas Service
Ribbon, and Expert Rifle Qualification
Badge. He was posthumously promoted
to the rank of corporal.

Patriots from the state of New
Hampshire have served our Nation with
honor and distinction from Bunker Hill
to Taji—and U.S. Army CPL Matthew
Stanley served and fought in that same
fine tradition. During our country’s
difficult Revolutionary War, Thomas
Paine wrote ‘“These are the times that
try men’s souls. The summer soldier
and the sunshine patriot will, in this
crisis, shrink from the service of their
country; but he that stands it now, de-
serves the love and thanks of man and
woman.”’ In these turbulent times Mat-
thew stood with the country he loved,
served it with distinction and honor,
and earned and deserves our love and
thanks.

My sympathy, condolences, and pray-
ers go out to Matthew’s wife Amy, his
parents Lynn and Richard, his brothers
and sisters, and to his other family
members and many friends who have
suffered this most grievous loss. All
will sorely miss Matthew Stanley, a 22-
year-old patriot who was proud of his
family, proud of where he lived, and
proud of what he did. In the words of
Daniel Webster—may his remembrance
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be as long lasting as the land he hon-
ored. God bless Matthew Joseph Stan-
ley.
CORPORAL JONATHAN E. SCHILLER

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, it is
with a sense of sadness, but also pride,
that I rise today to pay tribute to CPL.
Jonathan E. Schiller of Ottumwa, IA,
who gave his life on New Year’s Eve in
service to his country in Iraa. He is re-
membered by friends and family for his
good humor and his patriotism. Cor-
poral Schiller’s parents, Bill and Liz
Schiller, said of their son, ‘“‘Jon died
doing what he loved, serving his coun-
try and protecting the freedom of our
people and others. We are proud of our
son’s accomplishments and those of his
fellow soldiers in the Army and all
branches of the military. We are for-
ever grateful to the Army for changing
our boy into a man who fought and
died defending something that we take
for granted every day... freedom!” My
thoughts and prayers are with Bill and
Liz, Jon’s brothers Charlie and Max,
and all of those in the Ottumwa area
and elsewhere who mourn the loss of
this brave young man. Jon Schiller’s
willingness to volunteer for military
service in a time of war speaks loudly
to his love of our country. He now joins
the honored ranks of generations of
American youth who have laid down
their lives for the preservation of free-
dom. His courageous service and tre-
mendous sacrifice must never be for-
gotten by a grateful Nation.

——————

WELCOMING REPRESENTATIVE
MAZIE HIRONO TO THE 110TH
CONGRESS

Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, it is my
pleasure to welcome the newest mem-
ber of the Hawaii Congressional Dele-
gation, Representative MAZIE HIRONO,
to the 110th Congress.

Representative HIRONO has pre-
viously served the State of Hawaii as
Lieutenant Governor, Hawaii State
Representative, and deputy state attor-
ney general, and I am confident she
will continue her distinguished record
as a compassionate, tireless, and coura-
geous public servant through her serv-
ice in Washington as a Member of the
U.S. House of Representatives. She em-
bodies the best of Hawaii and our Na-
tion.

As a young girl, she and her mother
and two brothers emmigrated from
Japan in search of a better life. The life
they found in Hawaii was marked by
struggle and hard work. But, more im-
portantly, MAZIE HIRONO found hope
and self-reliance.

She also learned an important lesson
that still guides her today. ‘“My moth-
er taught me that no circumstance is
beyond the power of courage, and that
when you know what is right you must
find the will to act, even against the
greatest of odds,” she says. That un-
common spirit, from an uncommon
mother, defines MAZIE HIRONO.

I kindly ask you and my colleagues
to join me in welcoming Representa-
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tive HIRONO to the 110th Congress of
the United States.

RETIREMENT OF GARY LAPIERRE

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I
would like to recognize a New England
journalism legend, Gary LaPierre, who
retired on December 29, capping a re-
markable career. For many citizens of
our region, Gary LaPierre is the voice
of New England. He comes from the
beautiful small town of Shelburne
Falls, MA, where his mother Esther
still lives today, and is one of the most
dependable, fair, and effective journal-
ists Massachusetts has ever seen. Gary
first began covering me in my 1964 Sen-
ate reelection campaign, and he has
been asking me questions ever since—
his interviews with me number in the
hundreds. This past election day, No-
vember 7, 2006, Gary declared me the
winner in my Senate race that evening.

Gary has won many awards for his
outstanding journalism over the years.
His ‘“‘LaPierre on the Loose” segment
and his skills in investigative reporting
send chills down the spines of anyone
out to defy the public interest. Wheth-
er it is lighthearted regional stories,
investigative analyses, or news of the
day, Gary handles them all well, and he
brings them to us with his trademark
clarity, vision, and integrity. I am not
sure what Boston will do in the morn-
ings now that Gary is retiring.

I have always liked Gary. He asks the
tough questions, and he has been there
when history was happening in Boston.
He brought national stories to local
neighborhood news and covered every-
thing local superbly.

Schoolchildren love Gary, too. When
we were buried in a snowstorm, he is
the dean of school cancellations and
can read through the list faster than
anyone on the air. He covered the bliz-
zard of 1978 while holed up in his studio
for 5 straight days, keeping constant
tabs on those stranded on Route 128.
For many, Gary was the narrator in
what became one of Boston most cher-
ished hometown stories.

But Gary’s reach has often extended
beyond Boston borders. He has traveled
with the Beatles, and he met our Ira-
nian hostages in Germany. But he al-
ways came home to where his heart
is—and we are happy he did.

Gary is a fair political reporter as
well. He has covered every Democratic
Presidential Convention I can recall—
and Republican ones, too—and he cov-
ered my own campaign in 1980. In fact,
no campaign is complete without
Gary’s analysis, and we have all
learned a great deal from him over the
years.

His reassuring voice guided us
through the horrors of September 11, a
day that none of us will ever forget. He
also brought us the joys of the Red Sox
World Series Championship in 2004.
Whatever the topic, he had a talent for
making his listeners feel they were a
part of the event.

Gary’s compassion, his integrity, and
his love for Boston will be missed on
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the airwaves each morning, but he
leaves us with cherished memories, and
he helped make WBZ in Boston the
world class broadcasting station it is
today. Now, as he retires, I join his
countless admirers in wishing him a
long and happy retirement. He has cer-
tainly earned it. We will miss you on
WBZ, Gary, but to us, you will always
be the voice of Boston.

—————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his
secretaries.

———

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

—————

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

At 6:10 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the Speaker signed the
following enrolled bill:

S. 159. An act to redesignate the White
Rocks National Recreation Area in the State
of Vermont as the ‘“‘Robert T. Stafford White
Rocks National Recreation Area’.

At 7:31 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bill, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 1. An act to provide for the implemen-
tation of the recommendations of the Na-
tional Commission on Terrorist Attacks
Upon the United States.

————

MEASURES DISCHARGED

The following measure was dis-
charged from the Committee on For-
eign Relations by unanimous consent,
and referred as indicated:

S. 198. A bill to improve authorities to ad-
dress urgent mnonproliferation crises and
United States nonproliferation operations;
to the Committee on Armed Services.

—————

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bill was read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 1. An act to provide for the implemen-
tation of the recommendations of the Na-
tional Commission on Terrorist Attacks
Upon the United States; to the Committee
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.
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